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Welcome!



1. Welcome
2. Career Exploration
3. Pathways to Graduation
4. Community Input

a. What are we doing well?
b. Where do we need to grow?

Tonight’s Agenda



Five Graduation Pathways

Starting with the class of 2023, all Pennsylvania 
students must complete one of the following 

pathways in addition to local graduation 
requirements to earn their high school diploma.



five Graduation Pathways

Graduation Pathway 1: Keystone Proficiency Pathway

Proficient or Advanced on all three Keystone Exams

Algebra  -  Biology  -  Literature

Graduation Pathway 2: Keystone Composite Pathway

Keystone Composite Score of 4452 on Keystone Exams

Algebra  -  Biology  -  Literature



Graduation Pathway 3 : Career & Technical Education (CTC) Concentrator Pathway

Students who attend a CTC and complete one of the following:

● Earn an aligned industry certification
● Demonstrate high likelihood of success on industry based assessment
● Take the NOCTI pretest or final exam for programs without a NOCTI option

parkwaywest.org

five Graduation Pathways

https://www.parkwaywest.org/


Graduation Pathway 4: Alternative Assessment Pathway

• Obtain a score on any of the following assessments:

PSAT: 970 SAT: 1010 ACT: 21     ASVAB: 31

Or

• Complete a Dual Enrollment Course of the non-proficient course

Or

• Accepted to a 4 year college

five Graduation Pathways



Graduation Pathway 5: Evidence Based Pathway

Students must provide three pieces of evidence that reflect readiness for 
meaningful postsecondary engagement consistent with the student’s goals and 
career plan.   

• At least one of the pieces must come from the list in Section One.

• At least two of the pieces must come from the list in Section Two.

five Graduation Pathways



Graduation Pathway 5: Evidence Based Pathway (continued)

Section 1: at least one of the three pieces of evidence from the following:

● AP Score of 3 or higher - any subject
● Attainment of an Industry-recognized Credential
● Dual Enrollment course - any subject
● Accepted to attend an other-than-4-year program in an accredited 

non-profit institution (such as CCAC)

five Graduation Pathways



Graduation Pathway 5: Evidence Based Pathway (continued)

Section 2: up to 2 pieces of evidence may come from the following:

● Proficient or advanced on a Keystone Exam
● Approved service-learning project
● Letter guaranteeing full-time employment
● Letter guaranteeing full-time Military Enlistment
● Successful completion of an approved internship or cooperative education 

program
● Compliance with NCAA’s core course requirements

five Graduation Pathways



Graduation Pathway 5 - Evidence Based Pathway (cont.)

Sto-Rox Jr. Sr. High School offers all students the opportunity to complete at least 3 
Industry recognized credentials.

● CPR

● ServSafe
Servsafe.com

● OSHA 10 Hour General Industry Training
careersafeonline.com

five Graduation Pathways

https://www.servsafe.com/
https://www.careersafeonline.com/


Graduation Pathway 5 - Evidence Based Pathway (cont.)

New for the 2023-24 School Year Sto-Rox is offering the following elective:

IMT Pre-Apprenticeship Program  

● Students earn stackable credential for multiple career pathways
● Leads to industry-recognized credentials
● Career exploration activities
● Guaranteed job interview upon completion of two online certifications

explorenewmfg.org/programs/pre-apprenticeship

five Graduation Pathways

http://explorenewmfg.org/programs/pre-apprenticeship


Pre-Apprenticeship Field Trips (and Others)



Fun Learning Experiences



Starting with the Class of 2027 (current 9th graders):

• All students must complete a semester course in Personal Financial Literacy.

• Sto-Rox has always offered Personal Finance as an elective course. Starting
   next year, it will become mandatory for the class of 2027 (optional but
   recommended for the classes of 2025 and 2026).

Upcoming additional graduation requirements



● This program is offered K-6
● Education students from Robert Morris

University come to teach the lessons
● Program Guide
● Reflection after programing

Career Education K-6 in SRPC and SRUE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/103Ax5lZC8L5uyZQwpbwAak0FjTDYu_Kw/view?usp=drive_link


Career Education K-6 in SRPC and SRUE

● Xello
○ Students explore their interests, learning styles, goals, career opportunities, and how 

different school subjects prepare them for careers.
○ Students start with their career artifacts in 3rd grade.



Xello, Continued 

Career Education K-6 in SRPC and SRUE



Career Education K-6 in SRPC and SRUE

Xello, Continued 



All of the students that went to the 
Caring Place were on the 
announcements throughout the week. 
They discussed what they had learned 
and supported peers. They also planned 
our Children's Grief Awareness Day 
activities. They really showed great 
leadership skills!

Career Education K-6 in SRPC and SRUE

Click the link or scan here: 

https://www.loom.com/share/90a9ba8da8e541ce8d6dbdaea02af391?sid=d9151050-56e7-41ee-a746-7cb8b37bd184


● Infinite Lifestyle Solutions Yoga Group: Encourages students to engage in 
self-reflection. 

● Bigs in Blue Program: Provides students with mentors who are police 
officers in the community. 

● Gwen's Girls/Strong Women, Strong Girls: Focus on female empowerment. 
They discuss career opportunities and encourage students to pursue their 
goals/dreams (break the traditional idea of female/male jobs).

Other Programming for Career Path Exposure



•  PA Academic Standards:  Career Awareness and Preparation 

 • 7th/8th:  XELLO, Discover learning pathways, Explore careers, Skills building
    and Biases and Career choices

• 8th grade benchmark: Academic and Career goal plan (data: see slides 6,7)

   

 CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK

7th-8th grades



Top FIVE CAREER PATHS  (79 students surveyed)

1. Arts, Audio/Video, Technology and communications: 40%
2. Human Services: 20%
3. Hospitality/Tourism: 19%
4. Architecture/Construction: 16%
5. Finance: 10%

8th Grade 2022-23 Career interest survey results



• Sports Medicine/Athletic trainer

• Nursing/Personal care services

• Musician

• Travel and tourism/real estate

• Carpenter/ Electrician/Welder

• Vet tech/ Veterinarian

• chef/ line cook

• Landscaper

• Professional athlete/ coach

• Cashier

• Bus driver

• Social Worker

8th Grade TOP CAREER CHOICES (2022-23 SURVEY)



4-year college: 25%                   

2-year college: 13%

Technical college: 4%

Certificate Program: 3%

On the job training: 10%

Not Sure: 11%

POST-SECONDARY CAREER PATHWAY RESULTS (2022-23)



PA Academic standard: Career acquisition (getting a job)

9th/10th: XELLO   

9th/10th grade: Parkway West CTC (optional pathway)

• Resume building , job applications and Portfolios

• Personal finance

*Career Interest experiences (field trips/classroom discussions) in grades 9-12               

 CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK

9th-10th grades



PA Academic Standards: Career retention and advancement, Entrepreneurship

11th grade:
• XELLO
• Mock interviews
• Continuing Portfolio building

12th grade:
• XELLO
• Developing and beginning to implement their transition plan: college, military,
   certifications, work force

 CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK

11th-12th grades



In-house panel discussions

• University of Pittsburgh Men of Nursing

• Duquesne University Mental health 
Careers

• Point Park University Communications 
Careers

• Parkway West CTC

• Pittsburgh International Airport

Field trips and College Tours

• Penn State Beaver

• CCAC

• Builders Guild 

• Parkway West CTC

• Upcoming 8th grade: Pittsburgh 
International Airport

 CAREER interest experiences to date (2023-24)



1. Individual counseling
2. Group Counseling 
3. Crisis intervention
4. Mediation
5. Classroom Lessons
6. Restorative Intervention

In-HOUSE COUNSELING SERVICES



1. Allegheny Children’s Initiative
2. Highmark Caring Place: grief support groups
3. Pressley Ridge: accepts Medicaid Insurance
4. Counseling Initiative: accepts Private insurance
5. MHY Family Services: no insurance required
6. Upstreet Therapy: no insurance required 
7. Infinite Lifestyle Solutions: offers yoga and art therapy, free to all students

Mental Health SERVICES



1. Communities In Schools
2. VIBE
3. Sto-Rox Neighborhood Health Center
4. Focus On Renewal

Community, Family, and Basic Needs



1. Steel City
2. Becoming a Man
3. Three Rivers Youth
4. Just Discipline
5. Big Brother Big Sister

Mentoring Services

6. NEED

7. Project Elect

8. Art Hub

9. Cafe Momentum 



What are we doing well?



Where do we need to grow?




